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Habakkuk 2:18-20 
 

#5 - Habakkuk 2:18-20 

2:18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies? 

      For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! 

2:19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? 

     Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 

2:20 But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
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1. The word for “Woe” – hoy - is in the second verse for this 5th of five woes or ahah or taunting 

proverbs. 

2. There is no announcement of a judgment for the action in this woe. 

3. The focus is on the worthlessness of idols. 

a. What profit is an idol? 

b. An idol is shaped by its maker. 

c. It is a metal image. 

i. There is no life 

ii. There is no understanding 

iii. A false philosophy is merely lifeless, ignorant image. 

d. An idol is a teacher of lies. 

i. Any information coming from a false philosophy is a lie 

e. The maker of an idol trusts the idol or image they made. 

i. The maker is trusting in himself by trusting the work of his hands. 

ii. There is no divine power.  

iii. There is depreciated human power manifesting in a lifeless image.  

iv. The only power is deceived perception of an empty power that is mere vanity. 

f. An idol is the creation of its maker. 

i. A false philosophy is merely the image of the thoughts of its creator. 

ii. A false philosophy is limited to the input of the maker.  

iii. A false philosophy cannot lift up its maker or provide any actual benefit 

iv. Any apparent benefit is emotional or perceived. It is imagined at best, and 

deceptively dangerous at best. It cannot be trusted or depended on. 

g. An idol is speechless.  

i. A false philosophy cannot form thoughts or develop patterns of truth to benefit its 

creator. 

ii. A false philosophy cannot present answers or provide direction. 

h. The maker trust the speechless image he made.  

i. (A false philosophy can only reflect what the creator of that false philosophy 

wants it to reflect.) 

4. “Woe” or “ahah! or “ah!” which begins the taunting of this behavior by stating the obvious 

wisdom proverb or a hidden riddle with double meaning used to mock the person practicing 

idol worship. 

a. They are saying to wood “awake” 

b. They are saying to “arise” 

5. “Can this teach?” or “Can the false philosophy you formed help you?” 

6. “Teaching” is truth. There is no life and no truth in an idol. You are doomed. 

7. “give guidance” is yoreh.  

8. “idols that cannot speak” is elilim illemim which phonetically imitates nonsensical babble as in 

Isaiah 28:10.  

9. It is ridiculous to think an idol (false reality) can replace the Lord (Truth and Reality). 

 

 

 


