
1 
 

Colossians 3:8-17 
 

3:8 – “But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 

from your mouth.” 

 
1. “you must put them all away” – apothesthe means “to get rid of” and can be used to mean 

putting away or taking off clothes. This word, apothesthe, is used with the contrasting verb 

enduo to mean “to put on” in: 

a. Romans 13:12-14, “So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 

light… not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not 

in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do 

not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.” 

b. Eph. 4:22-25 – “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your 

old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude 

of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness 

and holiness. Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 

neighbor, for we are all members of one body.” 

2. this second list uses the word ta panta translated “all” 

3. imperative mood, the mood of command 

4. These next five vices focus on our relationship with others in society, family, church, etc. 

5. The phrase “from your mouth” is interpreted in two basic ways: 

a. Applying to two sins of the mouth: slander and obscene talk 

b. Applying to the entire list. This means this is a list of sins or manifestations of the sin 

nature through the mouth: anger, wrath, malice, slander, obscene talk. 

6. It appears that “from your mouth” modifies this entire list. 

a. The writing of James in James 3:1-6 focuses on the sins of the mouth manifesting the 

inner sin nature. 

7. Anger- orge – emotions of hatred, focused on the inner man 

8. Wrath – thumos – an outburst of passion, focused on the outer action (orge and thumos or 

anger and wrath are virtually synonyms in the NT 

9. Malice – kakia – evil attitude that manifests in evil actions towards others. This is a vicious 

mind that will manifest in slanderous speech 

10. Slander – blasthemia – is blasphemy against God (Matt. 12:31; Luke 5:21; John 10:33; Rev. 

13:1, 5-6) but is slanderous speech when spoke against others (Matt. 15:19; Mark 7:22; Eph. 
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4:31; 1 Tim. 6:4). Of course, James says that to speak against men is to speak against God 

himself in James 3:9. 

11. Obscene talk – aischrologia – similar to Ephesians 5;4 where the word aischrotes, 

“obscenity”, is used.  

a. But, this would seem to be obscenity in the form of abusive language towards people. 

b. Thus, language that breaks unity and prevents peace in society, family and the 

community of believers. 

 

3:9 – “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices” 

 
1. “do not lie” – this is the opposite of truth.  

a. Since we are a people of Truth there is no place for lying or deception in our new 

behavior or language. 

b. In Romans 1:25 “lie” contrasts with “truth” and in that context “truth” is reality and the 

“lie” is a false reality, false philosophy, false god, false religion: 

 

“They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.” – Romans 1:25 

 

2. “you have put off the old man” 

3. “with its practices” 

 

3:10 – “and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of 

its creator.” 

 
1. “have put on the new self” 

a. image of clothing is used where earlier Paul used the image of circumcision 

b. the verb is aorist tense which indicates this event has already happened. Meaning, their 

identity has already changed, but their behavior needs to be brought in line with the new 

reality, new life, new nature, new kingdom, new power, new life source. (Romans 6:1-

14; Ephesians 4:17-5:1) 



3 
 

2. “being renewed in knowledge” 

a. this is present tense which means this transformation in our lives is occurring now and 

is an ever-occurring process in our lives. 

3. “after the image of its creator” 

 

3:11 – “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” 

 
1. Greek and Jew = National privilege 

2. Circumcised and Uncircumcised = Legal or ceremonial standing 

3. Barbarian and Scythian = Cultural  

a. Barbarian was someone who did not speak cultured Greek, and their language sounded 

like “bar-bar-bar” to the cultured Greek 

b. Scythian were the lowest of the low foreign barbarians 

4. Slave and Free = Social Class 

5. “Christ is all, and in all” = Christ (the Word, the Truth, Eternal Son, Creator, Judge, etc.) is the 

center and source of unity. Unity among mankind is something ONLY available in Christ. The 

world will never find unity. 

 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience,  

13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  

14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And 

be thankful.  

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.   

 

• These are the virtues of the new life of the believer that need to be developed 

• The focus here is the characteristics of the life of the believer among other believers in order 

that there might be unity, peace and growth in the body of Christ. These character traits among 

believers will help the church avoid worldly friction caused by human nature. 

o The focus here is not living among non-believers 



4 
 

o The focus here is on living among other believers 

• 3:15-17 capture three messages: 

o Internal life and experience of the local believers 

o Combination of instruction, mutual care and worship 

o All of the varied life experience of the believer is shaped and done to honor Christ 

• Three focus on Christ: 

o 3:15 – the Peace of Christ 

o 3:16 – the Word of Christ 

o 3:17 – the Name of Christ 

 

3:12 – “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,” 

 
1. “Put on” – enduo (here endusasthe) means “to clothe or be clothed with (in the sense of 

sinking into a garment)” 

a. The believer has already “put on the new self” according to Colossians 3:10 (phase 

one) 

b. The believer has already been commanded to “put to death” (3:5) and “rid yourselves” 

(3:8) of the vices of human nature 

c. This word “put on” or “clothe” is an aorist imperative which makes it a command and a 

command that is to be taken care of immediately. 

2. The basis for this command: 

a. “elect of God” – Chosen -  

b. “set apart” for God – Holy -  

c. “loved” by God – Loved –  

3. Five Christian values: 

a. “compassion” – oiktirmou – compassion, pity, favor, mercy. It is a deep feeling about 

someone’s difficult situation or misfortune. It is tenderness expressed to those suffering 

and miserable. 

b. “kindness” – chrestoteta – goodness, excellence, uprightness. This is a combination of 

goodness, kindness and graciousness. It has been describes in English as a 

“sweetness of disposition.” 
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i. Opposite of “severity” in Romans 11:22: “Note then the kindness and the 

severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to 

you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.” 

c. “humility” – tapeinophrosynen – lowliness of mind, modesty, humility. Originally 

referred to the attitude of one serving, trying to please or win the favor of another. It 

came to refer to a humble attitude which is the opposite of thinking arrogantly and being 

self-assertive.  

i. “humility” and “gentleness” are related terms, but were NOT considered virtues in 

the ancient world of Greece and Rome. 

ii. In the world it is still true that: “From the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.”  

– Matthew 11:22 

1. This is when the worldly man enters the church and begins to maneuver 

and rule the way the world does in their kingdoms. 

2. The people of God should defend themselves from the world as needed, 

but the church does not function internally as the world. 

3. Matthew 20:20-28 – James and John ask to rule: 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But 

whoever would be great among you must be your servant 

d. “gentleness” – prauteta – gentleness, mildness. This was the quality of a person who 

was careful to consider the rights and feelings of others. The man willing to make 

concessions. (Not compromise, but understand another point of view or another 

person’s concern.) 

i. Jesus – Matthew 11:29 – “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

ii. Fruit of the Spirit Gal. 5:23 

iii. A characteristic of a person following Christ in Matthew 5:5 – ““Blessed are the 

meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” (praeis = meek, mild, gentle) 

 
e. “patience” – makrothymian – patience, long-suffering, forbearing. Indicates self-

restraint that will bear injury and insult without thoughtless retaliation.  

i. God is “patient” in Romans 2:4-5 – “do you presume on the riches of his kindness 

and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead 

you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment 

will be revealed.” 
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3:13 – “bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” 

 
3:14 – “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 

 
Outline of 3:15-17  

• An imperative is provided in each verse 

• Thankfulness is mentioned with each provision from Christ 

• Each is focused on an sphere of the Christian experience on earth 

3:15 – The Peace of Christ 

1. Imperative – “let rule” – a command to let peace from Christ rule in all you Christians hearts 

2. Thankfulness – “and be thankful” 

3. Sphere of operation – in the body, the church, among believers 

3:16 – The Word of Christ 

1. Imperative – “let dwell” – a command to let the Word of Christ dwell in all you Christians 

a. In wisdom 

b. In teaching 

c. In admonishing 

2. Thankfulness – in grace sing to the God thanksgiving using psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

3. Sphere of operation – instruction, growth and insight of each of you believers 

3:17 – The Name of the Lord Jesus 

1. Imperative – implied is the command to “be thankful” (kai eucharistoi ginesthe, “and thankful 

be”) from verse 15 

2. Thankfulness – for all you can say and do “in the name of the Lord Jesus” give thanks to God 

the Father 

3. Sphere of operation – everything you go out and do in life (spoken or action) 
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3:15 – “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 

body. And be thankful.” 

 
1. “the peace of Christ” 

a. This picks up the concept of the Hebrew term shalom which is wholeness in your 

person and in relationships. It is more than absence of conflict. It is harmon with God’s 

Reality. You must know Truth for this to occur. 

b. John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 

I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

c. Ephesians 2:14 – “For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 

broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility” 

d. 2 Thes. 3:16 – “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every 

way. The Lord be with you all.” 

2. “rule”  

a. “rule” or brabeuo, means “to act as umpire”. It means litterally “to act as arbiter in the 

games” 

b. The shalom that comes from Christ is to be the umpire deciding your attitude in the 

games played among believers. 

3. The focus on this verse is in the body of believers. For the one body of Christ to function in the 

temporal world among the redeemed with a fallen nature then peace must be the umpire 

making the final decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God.” 

 

 
1. Here we need to explain the phrase “word of Christ”. Does it refer to: 

a. the message about Christ, or  

b. the message from Christ 

2. if “word of Christ” refers to the words spoken by Christ on earth or the words revealed to 

prophets and apostles, we can gain insight from a similar verse at the same point in the letter 

to the Ephesians: 

 

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 

addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  

– Ephesians 5:15-21 

 

3. It might appear that “word of Christ” and “Spirit” are the same. Knowing the Word of Christ is to 

“be filled with the Spirit” and vice versa.  

4. “let dwell”, enoikeo, means “to dwell in” and “I am settled and stationary in”.  

a. It is a word used to express dwelling in a home or to refer to one’s personal residence.  

b. It is a state of dwelling. 

5. And, note Ephesians 5:18-21 parallel verse focuses on “be filled with the Spirit.”  

a. Two sides of the same coin: The Word and The Spirit –  
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i. The “word of Christ” would be looking back at the words Christ had spoken 

during his life. This would not be the words the Lord would speak as in an inner 

voice or personal witness to the individual hearts.  

ii. Both the “word of Christ” (here, Col. 3:16) and “being filled with the Spirit” (Ep. 

5:18-21) are parallel and result in similar products in the believers.  

iii. The “word” is to be a driving force and determining factor in the body of believers 

living in harmony with each other and motivated by love.  

iv. It may be Paul avoided referring to the “spirit” and any form of personal 

mysticism to prevent the Colossians from misunderstanding what he was saying. 

6. “Teaching” – orderly arrangement of truth  

7. “Admonishing” – includes encouragement to live out the truth of the word of God that has been 

taught in a practical and moral fashion.  

8. Thanksgiving was to be given to God for the “word of Christ” and the “teaching/admonishing” 

by singing songs of thanksgiving. 

9. The breakdown of the meaning of the types of music or song may not be necessary or 

intended by Paul, but if they were to be divided the division could be something like this:  

a. Psalms – Jewish style, maybe; Old Testament Psalms, but also consider 1 Corinthians 

14:26 – “each one has a psalm.”  

b. Hymn – Greek style singing, maybe; only used in NT here and Ephesians 5:19. A 

celebration of praise or the proclamation of doctrinal truth such as Colossians 1:15-20 

and Philippians 2:5-11  

c. Spiritual Songs – refers to spiritual inspired or directed lyrics. Note that “spiritual” 

qualifies all three: psalms, hymns and songs. 

 

3:17 – “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

 
The three step process of the Christian life is clear:  

1. Being among the members of the body of Christ peacefully in order to be strengthened and 

prepared. 

2. Be equip with the Truth, the Word of Christ, so that each believer is filled with the Spirit 

empowered to apply wisdom and knowledge 

3. Go into your life and into the world doing and saying everything in the Name of the Lord Jesus. 

 


