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Colossians 4:2-18 
• 4:2-5 – advice for Church 

• 4:5-6 – advice toward unbeliever 

 

Colossians 4:2 – “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

 
1. “devote” is built on the root meaning “to be strong”. Prayer is to be persistent and passionate. 

2. “being watchful” – is literally “keeping awake”. 

3. “thanksgiving” – the persistent, passionate, watchful prayer are to be filled with thanksgiving 

 
Colossians 4:3 – “At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of 
Christ, on account of which I am in prison—  

 
1. Paul asks for prayer for himself and his team’s ministry. 

2. Desire to make clear in this temporal world the mystery of the eternal world 

3. Paul prays for two things: 

a. “open door” 

b. “clear” presentation 
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Colossians 4:4 – “that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.” 

 
Colossians 4:5 – “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the ti 

 
Colossians 4:6 – “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer 
each person.” 

 
1. “gracious” includes pleasantness, attractiveness, charm, engaging 

2. Salt was used to: 

a. Preserve 

b. Add flavor 

c. Destroy unwanted corruption or growth of undesirable thing 
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Colossians 4:7-18 
• Paul typically ended his letters greeting people and 

referring to those who were with him or would be traveling 
with the letter.  

• Here Paul even greets those in nearby towns in the Lycus 
Valley 

• These are not mere idle greetings, but seem to be 
strategic comments meant to send a message and 
provide some routine relationship maintenance.  

• The closing of Colossians brings 12 people out of their 
historic past for us to view as contemporaries of this letter 
and situation its information was addressed to.  

1. Tychicus 
2. Onesimus 
3. Aristarchus 
4. Mark 
5. Barnabas 
6. Jesus (Justus) 
7. Epaphras 
8. Luke 
9. Demas 
10. Nympha 
11. Archippus 
12. Paul 

- PLUS -  
13. Church of Laodicea 
14. Church of Hierapolis 
15. Church of Colossae  

• Paul considered these people co-workers along with him.        

• Archippus was the pastor left in charge of the church in 
Colossae (Col. 1:7) when Epaphras left to visit Paul and 
ask for some assistance concerning the issues in the 
church in Colossae addressed in this letter. 

Tradition hands down to us that Philemon, Apphia (his wife), Archippus (pastor, possibly the brother of Apphia or son of Apphia/Philemon) and their 
slave Onesimus were stoned to death during Nero’s persecution in 68 AD 
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Tychicus 

• Tychicus is from Asia (Acts 
20:4), the Western Text 
narrows it down by saying he is 
from Ephesus. 

• 52 AD or 53 AD – Paul first met 
Tychicus on his second 
missionary journey when he 
stopped by Ephesus after 
leaving Corinth and writing 1 
and 2 Thessalonians from 
Corinth. 

 
Aristarchus 

• From Macedonia (Acts 19:29) 
and called a Macedonian.  

• A native of Thessalonica (Acts 
20:4 and 27:2) 

• A Jew (Col. 4:10) 

• Arrested in Ephesian theater 
(Acts 19:29) 

• One of the Macedonians Paul 
did not want to humiliate the 
Corinthians (2 Cor. 9:1-5 

• One of the delegates taking 
money to Jerusalem (Ac. 20:4) 

• In Jerusalem with Paul and on 
the prison ship (Acts 27:2). He may have gone onto Rome with Paul or got off and went home (Macedonia) or to Asia before rejoining Paul 
when he was in prison in Rome. 

• Col. 4:10 and Philemon 1:24 is with Paul in first imprisonment. 
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