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Philippians 3:7-14 
 

 Key phrases in 7-14 that identify what Paul values and strives for: 
o “for the sake of Christ” 
o “knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” 
o “For his sake” 
o “gain Christ” 
o “be found in him” 
o “that I may know him” 

 These phrases are more than knowing the message of salvation and placing faith in Christ. This is the 
pursuit of a growing understanding of the person Jesus Christ who is the Creator, the Lord, the Savior, 
the Judge. Consider these verses and understand the infinite depth and breadth of the person God: 

o Hebrews 1 
o Colossians 1:15-20 
o Colossians 2:1-5 

 

 Experiences Paul is seeking because of his identity in Christ, knowledge of Christ, relationship with 
Christ: 

 “power of his resurrection” 
 “share in his sufferings” 
 “becoming like him in his death” 
 “attain to the resurrection of the dead” 

 
Philippians 3:7 – “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  

 
 “gain” and “loss” are accounting terms used in book keeping. 

 The “gains” or “profits” are not just valueless or irrelevant in this new system, but they have become 
debts and liabilities. 

 The assets have been transferred to the liabilities column 

 Paul, the Jewish Pharisee, was now no further ahead than a pagan Gentile convert to Christianity! 
 
Philippians 3:8 – “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ  
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 “Everything” is a liability (“loss” and not just valueless) outside of Christ 

 “suffered the loss” is passive which means things where taken from him by someone else. He did 
actively “count”, “figure” or “calculate” everything was a loss, but that personal decision came with 
reactions from others. The response others had toward Paul’s decision caused him to lose all things. 

 The ta before panta along with both of them, ta panta, coming before “I have lost” is clear indication 
that Paul had indeed lost everything from having made (or, calculated) his decision for Christ. 

 In the papyri “have lost” (ezemothen) is used to refer to being deprived of money, a fine or a creditor 
claiming what is owed him. 

 “count as…rubbish” 
o “Count”- 
o “Rubbish” – can refer to human waste, manure, kitchen scraps, street garbage 

 “knowing Christ Jesus the Lord” 
o Hosea 6:6 – “For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

    the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” 
o Hosea 4:1 
o Jeremiah 2:8; 4:22 and 22:16 

 
Philippians 3:9 – “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—  

 
 “be found in him” 

o Paul was already “in Christ” 
 Aorist tense of the verbs “gain” and “be found” indicate a future time, likely the Day of 

Christ 
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Philippians 3:10 – “that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death,  

 
 Paul knew Christ, but is here talking about an inexhaustible source available in the person God. 

 “power of his resurrection” - Ephesians 1:19-20 
o Resurrection power can be manifest in a believer’s experience at all three phases of salvation: 

 Phase one – Justification – power over the penalty of sin 
 Phase two – Sanctification – power over the influence of sin 
 Phase three – Glorification – power over the presence of sin 

 “share his sufferings” 
o Suffering for Christ is to suffer with him and for him 

 2 Corinthians 1:5 
 Colossians 1:24 

 “becoming like him in his death”   
o In life  - “I die daily” in 1 Corinthians 15:31 
o In death – anticipating martyrdom 

 
Philippians 3:11 – “that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 
 Paul is not uncertain that he will be resurrected, but as we see in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, Paul was not 

sure if he would be resurrected after having died physically or if he would attain to the resurrection by 
being changed 

o The Greek ei pos means “if perhaps” or “if by any means”. This is also seen in: 
 Acts 27:12 
 Romans 1:10 
 Romans 11:14 

 Exanastasis “resurrection” is nowhere else. This is the word anastasis (resurrection) with the prefix ek 
(“out”) added. This comes right before the words ek nekron, or ‘out of dead”. That makes this phrase 
read like this, “the out-of-resurrection from out of the dead” 

o Close parallel is Luke 20:35: 
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Philippians 3:12 – “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  

 
 
Philippians 3:13 – “Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  

 
 
Philippians 3:14 – “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 


