Zechariah 14   

   The final siege of Jerusalem

The ultimate goal of history is arrival of the Lord.

First, the earth must:

a) experience birth pains as in Romans 8

b) Go through a refining process as in Zechariah 13:8-9

14:1 – Jerusalem is crushed in defeat. 


Amos 5:18, “Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord!. . .that day will be



 darkness, not light.” 


“A day of the Lord” is used in a similar way as saying “every dog has his day.”  It 
will be “the Lord’s day.”  


Now and until then is the time of the “day of man.”  



“Man’s day is called “the times of the Gentiles” in Luke 21:24



Luke 21:10-11

Tribulation



Luke 21:12-19

Beginning of church age



Luke 21:20-24

70 AD to the present



Luke 21:25-26

Tribulation



Luke 21:27-28

“The Day of the Lord”



Mark 13 and Matthew 24


“Your” and “You” refer to Jerusalem.

14:3 – “the Lord”



Acts 1:9-12




Revelation 19:11-21


“The day of battle” refers to any time the Lord supernaturally intervenes to 


deliver his people.


Ezekiel 11:23 refers to the Mount of Olives as being the mountain on the east side 

of Jerusalem. 


The Mount of Olives is 2710 feet above sea level. 

It is 330 feet higher than the temple mount in Jerusalem.

14:5 – The earthquake creates a great valley running E and W which gives the people a 
means of escape from anti-Semitic and anti-Christ attacks.


The earthquake of Uzziah’s day is also mentioned in Amos 1:1.  Josephus says it 


was a result of Uzziah’s sin for acting like a priest in 2 Chronicles 26:16.


“Mountain” is plural in Hebrew probably because there are now two Mt. Olives.



The North one and the South one.


Ezekiel 40:1-2 – The temple is on a high mountain


Ezekiel 43:1-12 – The glory of the Lord returns to the temple.


Ezekiel 47:1-12 – The river from the temple


“All the holy ones” are both believers and holy angels

a) Matthew 25:31

b) Revelation 19:14

14:6 – The last two words are difficult to translate.

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that there shall not be light. . .”


This first part agrees with other scripture:



Isaiah 13:9-10



Joel 2:31



Joel 3:15



Amos 5:18



Matthew 24:29-30



Revelation 6:12-14



Revelation 8:8-12



Revelation 9:1-18



Revelation 14:14-20



Revelation 16:4



Revelation 16:8-9


The NIV simply follows the ancient translations such as LXX and the Vulgate 


which translated the last two words as “cold and ice.”  




Saying, “There shall not be light, but cold and ice.”

The Revised Version margin says, “There shall not be light, the bright ones shall contract themselves.”  This means they will heap together and cease to shine.

After study some translators have preferred what Exodus 15:8 and Job 10:10 have done with the same word.  They translate it as “curdle, contract, congeal.”  “Congeal” means:

1) To change from a fluid to a solid state by cold; freeze

2) To make viscid or curdled

3) To make rigid, fixed or immobile

A synonym:  coagulate, solidify



So the translation. . .




“. . .the bright ones (luminaries) will be congealed”

That day will be characterized by absence of light, because the luminaries of heaven will be congealed to five forth no light.

14:7 – This day (not the entire period of history) will be unique.  It will be different than

 anything before and different than anything after

It is classified as neither day nor night.

It is a day “known” or “seen” only by the Lord.

Saint Ephraem says:  “It will not be altogether consolation, nor altogether 





affliction.”

This means, it is not fully day (Millennium) because calamity is all around.


It is not fully deep night (Tribulation) because there is present hope amid


 distress.

The “lights” are gone, but there is light.


Genesis 1:3 – “Let there be light”

Then, “night” and “day” were separated out of the light that had previously been existing as unique “light” that held both day and night.



Genesis 1:14 – Day 4, The Lord creates sun, moon, stars.  After light had 



existed and after day and night had been taken out of light.

14:8 – Water is both literal and symbolic


“Eastern Sea” is Dead Sea.   “Western Sea” is Mediterranean Sea 


“Summer and Winter”   There is not spring and fall in Palestine like we have.  We

 have gradual climate transfer.  Palestine has two seasons:  the hot dry season and 

the cold wet season.  They change suddenly and are known as seedtime and 
harvest. 

14:9 – “Lord will be King” is fulfillment of Lord’s prayer in Matt. 6:9-10


Revelation 11:15, “The kingdoms of this world they have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ. . .”


1 Timothy 6:14, 15, “until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will 
bring about in his own time – God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings

 and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, 
whom no none has seen or can see.”


Men will see and understand there are no forces outside the will and plan of God.  


They will not attribute effects to astrology, to fate, to our own power, to the 
economy.  They will see it is all from the Lord.

14:10 – Land around Jerusalem will be leveled.  While Jerusalem will be elevated.


“Geba” (“height”) is six miles N. of Jerusalem


“Rimmon” south of Jerusalem is 35 miles SW of Jerusalem


“Arabah” (“plain” in KJ) was a term applied to the depression of the Jordan 


Valley from Mt. Hermon all the way to the Gulf of Aqabah.


Isaiah 2:2-4, “In the last days. . .”


At NE part of the city wall:



Benjamin Gate, First Gate, Tower of Hananel


At the NW Corner:



Corner Gate


South of the City:



Royal Winepresses (Jeremiah 31:38)

14:11

1) Heavily populated as in Zechariah 2:4

2) Ban on “utter destruction curses” (Hb. “Herem”)  (Gr. “anathema” in LXX and Vulgate)  often a captured city was offered up as a total consecrated offering to a deity as in Joshua 6:17-19 and 24.

3) City secure  as promised in Jeremiah 31:38-40

14:12 – “Nations” is correct.  It is not “people” as in KJ.


A plague



Exodus 9:14 – “This time I will send the full force of my plagues against


 you and against your officials and your people, so you may know that 


there is no one like me in all the earth.”



Numbers 14:37 – “these men responsible for spreading the bad report 

about the land were struck down and died of a plague before the Lord.”

1 Samuel 6:4 – “The Philistines asked, ‘What guilt offering should we 

send to him?’  They replied, ‘Five gold tumors and five gold rats, 
according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the same plague 
has struck both you and your rulers.”


“Their” in the Hebrew is “his” as in “his flesh” and not “their flesh” making the 

plague a personal judgment extending to every individual.  

“his flesh. . .his feet. . .his eyes. . .his tongue. . .” but “mouths” is plural as in 
“their mouths.”

The flesh of each individual will putrefy and moulder away while they are still 
alive and attacking Jerusalem.

Revelation 19:15 – “Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 


down the nations.”

2 Thessalonians 2: 8 – “Whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of 

his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.”


Isaiah 11:4 – “He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath 


of his lips he will slay the wicked. . .(Verse 5) . . .righteous will be his 


belt. . .(verse 6) . ..wolf will live with the lamb.”

14:13 – Great Panic



Midianites in Judges 7:22



Philistines in 1 Samuel 14:20

14:14 – Judah will also fight after the Lord’s return.  





They will continue and extend the battle.  


Judah defeats and plunders the nations in Zechariah 12:5,6

14:15 – In Matthew 25:31-33 the nations are gathered and brought to Jerusalem for 
judgment after the battle has ended.

14:16 – Feast of Tabernacles

1) Final feast of Jewish year

2) Symbolic feast of millennial reign of Christ.

Leviticus 23:33-43,  verse 39 says it lasted 7 days.  Verse 40 says they gathered fruit, branches and rejoiced for seven days.

(Ezra 8:13-18)

14:17 – If nations fail to send delegations to this annual feast and pilgrimage to 
worship they get no rain.

“No rain” was a curse of Deuteronomy 28:22-24

“No rain” is both:

a) Physical – no crops, no harvest

b) Spiritual – no spirit, no revelation, no growth, which results in the decline of that nation into wickedness and then judgment for their sin.

14:18 – Is an example to illustrate verse 17.


For example, if Egypt were not to go up. . .

1) No rain is sent.

2) A plague of judgment for the wickedness that results for lack of spiritual life.

The error or sin of men or the nations is to think they could maintain righteousness without the Lord.

We must maintain a relationship with:


The Bread of life


The Door to God


The Light of the World


The Word of Truth

All of these give man his life and his light.  Without them man perishes.  Man does not live on bread alone, but on the very presence of God.

14:20-21 – “Holy to the Lord” was on the high priest’s turban to express and remind of 
his consecration to the Lord.


“Holiness” is the nature of the Messiah’s kingdom.


The average, daily utensils and activities shall be of intense importance 
concerning the holiness of God.


There will be no distinction between secular and sacred.


“Bells of horses”. . . . . . . . . . 
Holiness in public life


“Pots for temple”. . . . . . . . . .
Holiness in religious life


“Every pot in Jerusalem. . . . .
Holiness in private life


All who come will take this holiness with them into every area of their life.


Thus, the curse if you do not come.


“Canaanite” can mean “merchant” but this is not the point.  

A Canaanite was considered morally and spiritually unclean. 

Anyone who came to the house of the Lord Almighty was made clean and holy 

year after year.

How will this happen?  

Answer:  Isaiah 2:2-5 

Ephesians 5:25, “Just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless.”

Isaiah 25:6-9, “On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich 


food for all peoples, . . .
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