God’s Purpose and Plan for Man

The Significance of Man

Genesis 1:26, “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule. . .’”

Genesis 2:19, “He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.”

Genesis 3:15, “enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring (seed) and hers;  he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Genesis 9:6, “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.”

Genesis 11:6, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.’”

Hebrews 2:5, “It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. . .‘What is man that you are mindful of him, the

 son of man that you care for him?  You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor and put everything 

under his feet.’  In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him.  Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor. . .

Revelation 2:26, “To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations – ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery’ – just as I have received authority from my Father.  I will also give him the morning star.”

The Creation Story

Four Beginnings 

John 1:1 – The story’s beginning with God’s existence
Job 38:4-7 – The angels where in existence at the universe’s creation

Genesis 1:1 – The creation of the universe

Genesis 1:26,27 – The creation of man

Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” “Created” is the Hebrew word “Bara” to “create something out of nothing.”

Four Words for “Create” or “Make”

Bara - create something out of nothing (Gn. 1:1, 27)
Asah – make something from something (Gen1:26)

Jatsar – mold (2:7)




Banah – build (2:22)

Words used in Isaiah 45:18.

“For this is what the Lord says – he who created (“bara”) the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned (“jatsar”) and made (“asah”) the earth, 

he founded it; he did not create it to be empty (“tohu”) but formed it to be inhabited.”

Genesis 1:2 – 
“Now the earth wasa formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, . . .(NIV)



“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” (KJ)



“Now the earth had become waste and wild, and darkness was on the face of the roaring deep,.(Rotherham’s)

“was” – the Hebrew word “hajah” is “had become.”  It is translated into English as “was.”

“formless” – the Hb. word “tohu” which means “chaotic, catastrophe”  Wilson’s OT Word Studies says, “a vast desert, waste and barren, a void place.”

“empty” – the Hebrew word “wavohu” is described by Wilson as “emptiness, voidness, and means empty and void.”

“formless and empty” together the phase is a word play on sound: “tohu wavohu.”  The words are used together two other times in the Old Testament.  

Isaiah 34:11 and Jeremiah 4:23.  Both times they refer to a the result of a previous overthrow.

“darkness” – the Hebrew word “choshek” and means “darkness.”  Strong’s Concordance’s Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary state:  Figuratively it means 

“misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness.”

“deep” – the Hebrew word “tehom” and means “an abyss as in a surging mass of water, especially the deep, main sea or the subterranean water-supply.  
In his 1872 translation Rotherham adds this additional comment in his footnotes:

“In the beginning  
[of the present order of things]  God created [that is, shaped or formed according to his own divine idea]the heavens [above] and the earth.[below]  Now the earth[emphasized idiomatically for the purpose of singling it out for first remark]had become waste and wild [probably by previous catastrophe] and darkness[emphasized as about to be dealt with]was on the face of the roaring deep; but [preparing the mind for a new order of things]the Spirit of God was brooding [with quickening effect] on the face of the waters.”

Before “tohu wavohu”

Ezekiel 28:12-15
Model of Perfection (KJ “sealest up the sum”)- a copy of Jehovah, with authority



Full of Wisdom – wiser than any other creature.  The word means full and abundant



Perfect in Beauty – perfect means complete.  Other cherubim in Ezekiel 1:4-20


28:13
In Eden – capital and center of earth activities.



Every precious stone –the best of creation, and similar to high priest 12 stones



Settings and mountings were gold – Gold speaks of deity.  A priest for God.


28:14 – Fiery stones – sin could not stand in the presence of God


28:15 – Blameless – This  creature was blameless

Isaiah 14:12
Morning star – Hb is “hay-lale” meaning brightness from Hebrew word for “praise”  The Hb. was translated into Greek to a word that meant “Light Bearer.”  When the Greek was translated into Latin it was the Latin word “Lucifer” and in 1611 the translators of the KJ left the word untranslated.  NIV uses “morning star” and Rotherham uses “shining one.”  See Job 38:7, the “morning stars” sang together.  Cherubim are music makers and singers

Ezekiel 28:16 “Through your widespread trade”


NAS “your trade they filled your midst with violence, & you sinned.”   Roth. “ thy traffic they filled the midst with violence & thou didst sin.”


KJ  “the merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned”      
NIV “filled with violence and you sinned.”

“Violence” HB. “chamac” meaning unjust gain, cruelty, damage, false, injustice, oppression. It comes from the Hb. word that means “to be violent.”  The next chronological occurance for this word is in reference to men’s violence before the flood of Noah.  It was the reason for God sending judgement in Noah’s day. (Gn. 6:11,13)

1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a of all kinds of evil.”     

Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters”




Rm. 1:25 “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, & worshipped and served created things rather than the creator – who is forever praised.”

Jehovah Confronts the Sin

Ezekiel 28:16, “So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.”


KJ:  Therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God; and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.”

“Profane” in Hebrew means the staining of what is beautiful and glorious.  Sin had stained Lucifer.

“Destroy” refers to Lucifer’s position in the presence of God as the Guardian Cherub.  This refers to destroying Lucifer’s position not his person.


Lucifer Rejects any offer of Restoration or Grace

Ezekiel 28:17 – “Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.”

Lucifer rejects grace due to Pride. 

1 Timothy 3:6,  “He (reference to one who wants to be a church leader) must not be a recent convert, 

or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgement as the devil.” 

Lucifer’s process of chain sinning:


1) Love of  created things – “Widespread trade” (“Love of money”  1 Tim6:10 and “worshipped and served created things” Rm1:25)


2) Violence    (unjust gain and oppression)

Sin exposed and expelled


3) Pride because of his God created beauty - (“He may become conceited and fall under the same judgement as the devil.” 1 Tim.3:6)


4) Corrupted his Purpose (Wisdom)


5) Rebels against God saying, “I will be like the Most High

Lucifer’s 5 “I wills” in Isaiah 14:13,14

Angels Make Their Choice 


a.  Satan and his angels -  Revelation 12:7, 9 and Matthew 25:41


b.  Angels sinned – 2 Peter 2:4 and Job 4:18


c.  a third of the angels went with Lucifer – Revelation 12:4 “swept” means to drag forcibly as with a net.

Court Case and Lucifer is Sentenced 

Matthew 25:41, “Depart from me you who are cursed into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”

Lucifer Appeals the Verdict

Since it is clear that Lucifer sinned and it is clear the sentence is the Lake of Fire that was prepared for the devil then the question must be

 asked, “What is Lucifer doing in the garden with Adam and on the earth with man?”


Court cases are common in heaven



Zechariah 3 and the trial of Joshua the High Priest
Daniel 7:9-14, “. . .The court was seated and books were opened. . .”


Councils and meetings are common in heaven



2 Chronicles 18:18




Job 1:6


The title “Satan” means “adversary, accuser, attorney.”  All of these are names that originate in the setting of a court room. 

 An attorney is someone who goes to court and appeals.


Satan’s accusations against the character (glory) of God:



1) God is ultimately responsible for Lucifer’s creation.  God is omniscient and knew Lucifer’s 

actions before creation.  Why did God create him then?



2) God is not just if Satan gets sent to the lake of fire.



3) God is not love since he did not take responsibility.



4) God is incapable of maintaining order and creation.



5) God’s character is inconsistent.

Lucifer is Cast to the Earth Resulting in Genesis 1:2

Ezekiel 28:17, “Your heart became proud on account of your beauty and you corrupted your wisdom because of you splendor.  

So I threw you to the earth;  I made a spectacle of you before kings.  By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So    I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.”

Luke 10:18, Jesus said, “I was Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” (Job 1:7 and 1 Peter 5:8)

God Has Temporarily Withheld the Sentence Until. . .



A – Evidence can be gained          B – God’s character (glory) can be proved

God’s Plan

  Eph. 3:9-11 – “Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me; to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  His intent was that now, through the church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.   I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.”

