Signs and Proofs for a Generation

The purpose of this study is to identify what our generation will require of us as an explanation, demonstration and proof of our faith in Jesus.  It includes knowing how God has equipped us and whom he is conforming us into.

The third generation’s perception:

· There are no absolutes

· There is no God

· Life is about fulfilling self

· The more society advances the fewer problem’s we will have.

     
(science, knowledge, psychology, technology, etc has the answers)

The Reality that they face:

· Without absolutes there is no stability

· Without God there is no hope

· Fulfilling self is not satisfying the call to destiny and purpose

· Problems and heartaches seem to increase

The fourth generation’s perception:

· Other people are concerned only about themselves

· Justice, rules, laws, morality are simply peoples opinions.

· I am isolated and independent from everyone else’s feelings and opinions.

· Problems are dealt with in the least inconvenient way for myself.

The Reality that they face:

· No one seems to care.

· Nothing seems fair

· I am lonely and alone

· Problems do not go away

The Reality that will bring in the harvest of the third and fourth generation:

· There is a God who cares

· There is a God who has established justice, order and morality

· Problems do not go away, but neither does the answer, which is God and his plan.

· Do not be lonely, we the believers in Jesus Christ, the church, have been set apart in this generation by God in heaven to be here for you.

. . .But, the church. . . .the Laodicean church. . . . (Revelation 3:14-22)

The Laodicean church perception:

· If we maintain the status quo we are alright

· If we have a building with the lights on each Sunday morning we are alright.

· We have “acquired” all the doctrine, methods, works and application the church should and can “acquire.”

· If we have a church service available the people can come if they want to. . .but if they don’t then they must have a hard heart or something.

The Reality that we, the Laodicean church faces:

· They do not realize their true spiritual condition when compared to God’s plan.

· They are:

· wretched. . . “distresses, miserable.”  This group is in serious trouble.

· pitiful. . . . .  “the word indicates one who is set forth as an object of extremist

pity.”  Of all the previous failures in the first six churches  this group is being looked at by the others as being an object of extreme pity.  Laodicea is the biggest failure of all seven. 

· poor. . . . . . . “poor, extremely poor, poor as a beggar,” a spiritual reference to 

the lack of faith.  Not a reference to believing faith but enduring faith in the face of trials.  They are weak and incapable of trusting and working for God

· blind. . . . . . As a naturally blind eye is completely insensitive to natural light

these people are completely insensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading and plan 

· naked. . . . . “nakedness was a symbol of judgment and humiliation.”  The result 

is going to be complete lack of rewards and distinguished clothing at the reward seat of Jesus Christ.  When the rewards are being handed out this group is going to go naked.  

The spiritual reality for this church is fact that Jesus is offering:

· Gold. . . powerful and developed faith

· Clothing. . . an opportunity to do the works that will result in rewards in his and others presence

· Eye salve. . . to enable your spiritual eyes to be spiritually sensitive.

We are responsible for the Unbeliever

1 Peter 3:15, “answer” is the Greek word “apologia” and means “defense.´ It is used for the argument of

defense in court during a judicial interrogation.  It describes giving an answer to the skeptical, abusive inquiries.

Proofs For This Generation

The existence of God   Romans 1:18-28


Science:  



The laws of Thermodynamics



Law #1)  The law of conservation of mass and energy:  

Matter and energy can not be created or destroyed.  Thus all current scientific theories for the development of the universe are disproved by this theory.  This theory receives scriptural support in Gen 2:1,2



Law #2)  The law of declining order:  Contents of our universe are becoming less ordered 

and more random.  Left to themselves things become disorganized and wear 
out.  This theory receives scriptural support in Psalms 102:25,26

Philosophical:

1) Cause – there cannot be an infinite regress of finite causes.  There must be an original

 uncaused causer.



2) Design – Observable order and design demand a designer



3) Moral – all people possess moral impulses.  Behavioral science can not explain this.



4) Motion – motion cannot start itself.  Infinite regress of motion is impossible



5) Perfection – There is a universal pyramid of beings seen from insects to men.  Man is at 

the top.  Is man the ultimate expression of perfection?  Man knows he is not 

perfect, but yet the concept of perfection is in him 

Authenticity of the Scriptures:


1)  An entire ancient culture is based on the historical accuracy of the Old Testament.


2)  Our copy of the Old Testament is flawless when compared to the Dead Sea scrolls.


3)  Archaeological discoveries have confirmed the truth of the Old Testament.


4)  We have copies of the New Testament that were in use in  130 AD.  This generation was alive

 when John was writing the New Testament.  Homer’s Illiad was written in 700 BC and 

our most ancient manuscript is from 1200 AD.  It was copied for 1,900 years.


5)  There are 48,600 ancient manuscripts  and fragments of the New Testament.  Homer’s Illiad 



has only 643.  



6)  We have books from the first century that quote large portions of the New Testament.

Uniqueness of Christianity


1)  Christianity is not based on the teachings of a man like Islam, Buddhism, Confucianism are.



Christianity is based on the person Jesus.


2)  Christianity is based on historical events.  It is open to investigation by the people in the day it 

happened and by us today.  


3)  Other ancient religions have been destroyed by modern science.  Christianity is still standing.

Uniqueness of Jesus 


1) Anticipation of his coming


2) Virgin Birth


3) Divine/human nature


4) Sinless life


5) Unique teachings


6) Unique Death


7) Resurrection

Prophecies in the Bible


1) Isaiah 46:8-10


2) Prophecy of the Church  Matthew 16:13-20

Signs for This Generation

Matthew 12:39-42,  “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”


The word “sign” is not a request for a miracle, because many miracles had been done.  A “sign” was something that was done:


a) Quickly


b) Often, upon request to confirm a prophecy


c) It was used to remove all doubt 

